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could not be certain of his triumph until the very
last years of his life. Even as his last sickness
was upon him, when he was a dying man, it
still looked as though the Spaniards in the
South might be too strong for the French,
although their attack from Belgium had been
defeated. But by the actual moment of his
death Richelieu knew that he had conquered
everywhere. What he did not know (but what
the Pope of the day foresaw rather vaguely)
was that the triumph of the French Cardinal
meant also the permanent establishment of
Protestant power in Europe.